
THE BAGEL: PAST, PRESENT AND FUTURE. 
Tuesday 11 December 7.30pm
Clarissa Hyman • Manchester

If smoked salmon and cream cheese bring
but one thing to mind, then you are part of
a long and fascinating edible history that
has brought the roll with a hole from 17th
century Poland to the freezers of the mod-
ern Anglo-American home. The talk will
give a cultural but light-hearted overview of
this modest ring-shaped bread that has
gained a place in history.

Clarissa Hyman is an award-winning freelance writer, special-
ising in all aspects of food and travel taking in producers, ingre-
dients, restaurants, recipes, food policy and consumer trends,
and she uses food as a means to explore a wider world of cul-
ture and history, art and agriculture. She contributes to a wide
range of newspapers, magazines and guides, and is the author
of Cucina Siciliana (Conran Octopus 2001), The Jewish Kitchen
(2003), and The Spanish Kitchen (2005). She has been short-
listed for all of the major cookery writing awards, and twice has
won the Glenfiddich Food Writer of the Year Award. She con-
tributed the Fruit section of Dorling Kindersley’s Ingredients
(2010). In 2013 Reaktion published her Oranges: A Global His-
tory and her next book for Reaktion “Tomatoes: A Global His-
tory” will be published in 2019.

Tickets £3 DAVAR members • £4 concessions • £6 non-members
Redland Green Bowling Club • Redland Green Road • Redland BS6 7HE
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TALKS TALKS
THE JEWS OF INDIA
Tuesday 9 October 7.30pm
Sonia Jackson • Bristol

Dating back to the time of King
Solomon, some of the oldest Jewish
communities in the world are to be
found in India. In 2016, Sonia Jackson
joined a tour of Indian Jewish sites and
synagogues organised by Maidenhead
Synagogue and led by Ralphy and Yael Jhirad. She will give
an illustrated talk about the synagogues they visited and
their social and historical context.

Sonia Jackson is an Emeritus Professor at UCL Institute of
Education. She is a past Chair of Davar and continues to
have a strong commitment to supporting Jewish cultural life
in Bristol and the surrounding area.
Tickets £3 DAVAR members • £4 concessions • £6 non-members
Redland Green Bowling Club • Redland Green Road • Redland BS6 7HE
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BELONGING AND BELONGINGS:  
JEWISH POETRY IN THE UK TODAY
Tuesday 13 November 7.30pm
Liz Cashdan • Bristol  

What does it mean to be a Jewish poet?
Can a non-Jew, like Micheal O’Siadhail,
write about the Holocaust? (See The
Gossamer Wall, Bloodaxe 2002). Maybe
the Irish and the Jews have enough in
common to be able to immerse themselves in each other’s
histories. Does  a writer and in particular a poet have to 
belong somewhere before they can write?  Who do their
poems belong to?  What part do journals like Jewish Renais-
sance and the Jewish Quarterly play in keeping alive the 
identity of Jewish poets and poetry. How important are 
Jewish poets like Aviva Dautch, Poet in Residence at the Jew-
ish Museum in London, who also works with refugees get-
ting them to write poetry?

Liz Cashdan is a poet and teaches Creative Writing for the
Open College of the Arts. She is former Chair of the National
Association of Writers in Education. She also teaches Creative
Writing for the Folk House in Bristol and in schools. She is Po-
etry Editor of Jewish Renaissance and in 1996 won the Jew-
ish Quarterly poetry prize with her historical sequence, The
Tyre-Cairo Letters based on a fragment from the Cairo
Geneza   She has an MA in History from Oxford and a PhD in 

Literature from Sheffield Hallam University. Her latest collec-
tion is Things of Substance: New and Selected Poems (Five
Leaves Publications 2013).
Tickets £3 DAVAR members • £4 concessions • £6 non-members
Redland Green Bowling Club • Redland Green Road • Redland BS6 7HE
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decides to grant him one week to spend with Rieven prior to Lea’s
memorial. Their time together creates an emotional moment of 
father/son bonding as well as offers Menashe a final chance to
prove to his skeptical community that he can be a capable parent. 

Shot in secret entirely within the Hasidic community depicted in
the film, and one of the only movies to be performed in Yiddish in
nearly 70 years, Menashe is a warm, life-affirming look at the 
universal bonds between father and son that also sheds unusual
light on a notoriously private community. Based largely on the real
life of its Hasidic star Menashe Lustig, the film is a strikingly 
authentic and deeply moving portrait of family, love, connection,
and community. (taken from https://a24films.com/films)

A BAG OF MARBLES (UN SAC DE BILLES)
Wednesday 28 November • 8pm
France 2017, 113 mins, French, German, Russian, Yiddish
Director Christian Duguay featuring Batyste Fleurial, Dorian Le
Clech

Canadian director Christian Duguay 
explores the horrors of World War Two 
from the perspective of two young
Jewish boys living in Nazi-occupied
France in Un Sac De Billes (A Bag of
Marbles). Based on the acclaimed
memoirs of the same name by Joseph
Joffo, A Bag of Marbles is a lavishly
shot production that is brilliantly acted
and is a gut-wrenching reminder of
one of history’s darkest chapters. Following the fall of Paris to Nazi
Germany during World War II, brothers Maurice (Batyste Fleurial)
and Joseph (Dorian Le Clech) are forced to leave their close-knit
Jewish family behind for the free-zone along the French Riviera.

Despite the grim war scenes and the dark subject matter,
Duguay has created a lavishly shot film that boasts stunning cine-
matography, lush locations and beautiful period costumes. The
film beautifully balances the high stake tension with some sweet
and endearing moments between the two brothers and celebrates
their innocence. While the film is a dark reminder of a horrible
page in our history, its heart-warming story reminds us that there
are still good people in our darkest moments (modified from
Daniele Foti-Cuzzola)

FILMS

THE ORPHEUS CINEMA • Northumbria Dr. Henleaze BS9 4HN
Tel: 0117 962 5852 • 24hr information & booking line:
08712 303200 • www.scottcinemas.co.uk
TICKETS: £5.25/£4.25conc. £3.50 (Students)
Films start at 8pm (no ads or trailers).
Open to DAVAR and non-DAVAR members.

BOMBSHELL: 
THE HEDY LAMARR STORY
Wednesday 26 September • 8pm
US  2017, 90 mins, English 
Director Alexandra Dean 

There can hardly be any more extraordinary
story from the Hollywood golden age than
that of Hedy Lamarr; an assimilated Austrian Jew, a very beautiful
star with a moderate acting talent but an untutored brilliance in
science and engineering. Her tragedy was that she was in the
wrong business, precisely that business that promotes beauty over
brains – the movie business. Alexandra Dean’s excellent and im-
portant documentary about her is very instructive – a parable of
modern sexual politics and assumptions about science. Lamarr
was an enigma: a great brain trapped in a silly, spurious image of
glamour, while her real talent was allowed to wither. A sad but
fascinating story. (modified from Peter Bradshaw review)

The film has won several awards since being shown at the
Tribeca Film Festival, including a New York Times Critic's Pick and
five audience awards. J. Hoberman named it "one of the ten best
films of 2017.”

MENASHE
Wednesday 31 October • 8pm

US 2017, 81 mins, Yiddish (subtitled)
Director Joshua Z Weinstein featuring
Menashe Lustig, Ruben Nibroski 

Set within the New York Hasidic community in Borough Park,
Brooklyn, Menashe follows a kind but hapless grocery store clerk
trying to maintain custody of his son Rieven after his wife, Lea,
passes away. Since they live in a tradition-bound culture that 
requires a mother present in every home, Rieven is supposed to be
adopted by the boy’s strict, married uncle, but Menashe’s Rabbi

INFORMATION

Please put me on the Davar mailing list to receive information
about events of Jewish interest in Bristol and the South West.
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