
PAINTING EXILE: R. B. KITAJ, FRANK AUERBACH 
AND LEON KOSSOFF
Tuesday 10 April 7.30pm
Stephen Moonie • Newcastle University

“The novelty of our time [is] that so many individuals
have experienced the uprooting and dislocations
that have made them expatriate and exiles.” The
words of Edward Said encapsulate the widely-held
view that exile was emblematic of the modern
world. This talk will focus  upon three artists 
featured in the exhibition ‘Out of Chaos’ at the Laing Art Gallery
in 2016-17: Frank Auerbach, R.B. Kitaj and Leon Kossoff. They
were loosely grouped under the label the ‘School of London.’ 
Focusing especially upon the works featured in the exhibition, 
this talk will explore the different ways that exile is represented, 
imagined or displaced through each artist’s particular vision; 
and how that vision might have been shaped by their individual
historical circumstances.

Stephen Moonie is a Lecturer in Art History in the Department
of Fine Art, School of Arts and Cultures, Newcastle University. 
He is an expert on modernist painting and criticism, especially in
the U.S. during the 1950s and 1960s. He teaches widely across
many areas of art history, and has published on various aspects 
of modern art and art criticism in recent years. He is currently
interested in the legacy of the critical debates of the 1960s and
the current role of art criticism.
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Redland Green Bowling Club • Redland Green Road • Redland BS6 7HE
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TALKS TALKS
NO POETRY AFTER AUSCHWITZ
Tuesday 13 February 7.30pm
Philip Lyons • Bristol 
Starting with Theodor Adorno’s much-quoted
proposition that ‘After Auschwitz it is barbaric to
write poetry’, this talk will explore the tension
between confronting the reality of the Holocaust
and responding artistically through the medium
of poetry to human experience. By focusing on individual poems 
by survivors such as Paul Celan and Primo Levi and English-
language poets such as Anthony Hecht, Michael Longley and
Carol Ann Duffy, the talk will tentatively consider how necessary
poetry remains in the modern world. Examples of poems will be
provided and can be found in the anthology, “Holocaust Poetry”,
edited by Hilda Schiff.

Philip Lyons is a teacher and poet who lives in Bristol. 
He has taught creative writing and literary studies in a variety 
of settings, including universities, prisons and psychiatric 
hospitals. Since completing a PhD on Literary and Theological 
Responses to the Holocaust at the University of Bristol in 1988,
he has also worked in the fields of advice and guidance, mental
health, and adult education. He is the author of one full-length
collection, “Like It Is” (Poetry Space, 2011), and he has given
readings throughout the South West, including the Wells Festival
of Literature and the Thornbury Arts Festival.

Tickets £3 DAVAR members • £4 concessions • £6 non-members
Redland Green Bowling Club • Redland Green Road • Redland BS6 7HE
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FROM BUENOS ARIES TO BRISTOL - 
THE HISTORY OF LIMMUD, A GLOBAL
JEWISH EDUCATIONAL PHENOMENON
Tuesday 13 March 7.30pm
Clive Lawton • London 

With Bristol holding its first Limmud event 
in June 2018, it’s time to hear what makes
Limmud so remarkable.  Founded in 1980, Limmud has spread
all over the world, empowering Jews of every stripe and type to
take control of their own learning. It has pioneered modes of
participatory leadership and how different Jews can learn 
and work together while fully respecting their deepest held 
differences. Still controversial amongst some for its unparalleled
approach to inclusion, there are now Limmud events in over 85
places in 44 countries across the world, creating new educators,
offering a model for grown up Jewish life everywhere and
introducing Jews to each other, who often lived next door 
but never spoke.

Clive Lawton is one of the co-Founders of Limmud and served
as its first Executive Director for 7 years till 2006 and subse-
quently as a Senior Consultant. Recognised with an OBE, Clive is
acknowledged as one of the world’s leading Jewish educators as
well as an international advisor on the development of educa-
tional leadership and issues of diversity. In the early 1990s Clive

was responsible for the grant that first established Davar and
spoke at its inaugural event. He has been a Headteacher, Chair of
an NHS Hospital Trust, a governor of the Metropolitan Police, an
advisor to the Home Office on Race Equality issues and a regular
on Radio 4’s Thought for the Day. He is currently CEO of the 
Commonwealth Jewish Council, a magistrate, scholar in residence
at London’s flagship JW3 Cultural Centre, and has authored about
a dozen books. 

Tickets £3 DAVAR members • £4 concessions • £6 non-members
Redland Green Bowling Club • Redland Green Road • Redland BS6 7HE
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will work to support her family, even 
if she has to take to the stage like her
aunt, who is a renowned singer. She
decides to use her classical education
and advertise her services as a gov-
erness, transforming herself into Mary
Blackchurch - a Protestant of partial
Italian descent in order to conceal her
heritage. However life becomes 
complicated as she gets to know Charles Cavendish, the patriarch
of the house, and his son Henry. Minnie Driver (Rosina) gives one
of her best performances with memorable beauty and the screen
presence of a real star. 

NORMAN: THE MODERATE RISE AND FALL 
OF A NEW YORK FIXER
Wednesday 28 March  • 8pm
US, UK 2017, 117 mins, English Hebrew
Director Joseph Cedar featuring Richard Gere, Lior Ashkenazi,
Steve Buscemi, Michael Sheen 

Norman (Richard Gere), a New York 
fixer, knows the right people and 
can get things done. When an Israeli 
dignitary named Eshel (Lior Ashkenazi)
comes to the city, Norman decides to 
impress the man by buying him some
very expensive shoes. It works and he 
establishes a strong connection to the man, but a few years later,
when Eshel becomes the Israel prime minister, Norman can't 
communicate with him anymore, and this threatens to destroy his
reputation.

“Israeli director Cedar impressively creates a complex and intri-
cately detailed portrait of the web of political, financial, social and
religious affiliations that has everything to do with how the world
works. Gere presides over it all with an impressively self-effacing
portrait of a man who, while you wouldn’t want to experience 
him in real life, remains fascinating onscreen from beginning to
end. Of the countless hustler characters who have driven dramatic
films over the decades, Gere makes this one distinctive and 
different, even if there’s no revelation of the entire man.” 
(Modified from review by Todd McCarthy)

FILMS

THE ORPHEUS CINEMA • Northumbria Dr. Henleaze BS9 4HN
Tel: 0117 962 5852 • 24hr information & booking line:
08712 303200 • www.scottcinemas.co.uk
TICKETS: £5.25/£4.25conc. £3.50 (Students)
Films start at 8pm (no ads or trailers).
Open to DAVAR and non-DAVAR members.

THE ZOOKEEPERS WIFE
Wednesday 31 January • 8pm
UK, US  2017, 126 mins, English 
Director Niki Caro featuring Jessica Chastain, Johan Heldenbergh,
Daniel Bruhl

Adapted from Diane Ackerman’s
2007 non-fiction book, the film
follows Warsaw zookeepers Jan
(Heldenbergh) and Antonina
(Chastain) as they risk their lives 
to save Jewish townspeople 
from the Nazis by concealing them in their zoo home-turned-pig
farm. From the opening scene of almost fairy-tale idyll, life is
transformed by the arrival of the Nazis. The film contrasts life in
the zoo with the neighbouring Warsaw ghetto and the struggles 
of its inhabitants as well as the partisans.

The story of the zookeepers who risked their lives repeatedly
throughout the war is an incredibly moving and important story,
in and of itself. Years later, when asked why they did what they
did, Jan Zabinski answered, “I only did my duty—if you can save
somebody's life, it's your duty to try.” (Sheila O’Malley)

THE GOVERNESS
Wednesday 28 February • 8pm

UK 1998, 114 mins, English
Director Sandra Goldbacher featuring Minnie Driver, 
Tom Wilkinson 

Set in the 1830s, the story centres on Rosina da Silva, the sophisti-
cated eldest daughter of a wealthy Jewish Italian family, living in 
a small enclave of Sephardic London Jews. When her father is
murdered on the street and leaves behind numerous debts, she
refuses an arranged marriage to an older suitor, declaring that she
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